Semester 5: MJC 8
Implementation of Structural
Functional Approach in
Contemporary Political Systems

The structural functional approach,
a key concept in sociology and
political science, has been widely
used to analyze and understand the
working of political systems. This
approach views society as a
complex system with various
interconnected components, each
serving a specific function to
maintain social order and stability.
In contemporary political systems,
the structural functional approach



remains relevant, providing valuable
insights into the dynamics of power,
governance, and decision-making.

Key Components of Structural
Functional Approach:

1. Institutions: Formal
organizations, such as parliaments,
judiciaries, and bureaucracies, that
perform specific functions.

2. Roles: Patterns of behavior
associated with specific positions
or offices.

3. Norms: Shared expectations and
values that guide behavior.

4. Functions: The consequences of
institutional actions that contribute
to social order and stability.



Implementation in Contemporary
Political Systems:

1. Institutional Framework: The
structural functional approach
emphasizes the importance of well-
defined institutions in maintaining
social order. In contemporary
political systems, institutions like
parliaments, judiciaries, and
electoral commissions play crucial
roles in ensuring democratic
governance.

2. Role Specialization: The approach
highlights the significance of role
specialization in enhancing
efficiency and effectiveness. In
modern governments, roles are



clearly defined, and officials are
expected to perform specific
functions, reducing confusion and
overlapping of work.

3. Normative Framework: The
structural functional approach
recognhizes the importance of norms
and values in shaping behavior. In
contemporary politics, norms like
transparency, accountability, and
human rights guide decision-making
and policy implementation.

4. Functional Interdependence: The
approach emphasizes the
interdependence of institutions and
their functions. In modern political
systems, institutions work together
to achieve common goals, such as
economic development, national



security, and social welfare.

Benefits of Structural Functional
Approach:

1. Improved Governance: By
defining roles and functions, the
approach promotes efficient
governance and decision-making.
2. Stability and Order: The emphasis
on institutions and norms helps
maintain social order and stability.
3. Specialization and Efficiency:
Role specialization enhances
productivity and efficiency in
governance.

4. Accountability: Clear definitions
of roles and functions promote
accountability and transparency.



Challenges and Limitations:

1. Rigidity: The structural functional
approach can be criticized for being
overly rigid and inflexible.

2. Power Dynamics: The approach
may overlook power imbalances
and conflicts between institutions.
3. Change and Adaptation: The
emphasis on stability and order can
make it challenging for political
systems to adapt to changing
circumstances.

Conclusion

The structural functional approach
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understanding contemporary
political systems. By analyzing
institutions, roles, norms, and
functions, policymakers and
scholars can better comprehend the
complexities of governance and
decision-making. While the
approach has its limitations, its
emphasis on institutional
framework, role specialization, and
normative framework can contribute
to improved governance, stability,
and efficiency in modern political
systems.
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Discussion Questions:

1. How do institutions contribute to
social order and stability in
contemporary political systems?

2. Analyze the role of norms and
values in shaping behavior in
modern governments.

3. What are the benefits and
limitations of role specialization in
governance?
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